


Who do you think is the
greatest leader in the world today?



What makes someone a leader?



The greater you are,
the more you should serve others.





WASHING THE
DISCIPLES’ FEET



John 13:1-15, 17 (NIV)
1 It was just before the Passover Festival. 
Jesus knew that the hour had come for him 
to leave this world and go to the Father. 
Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 



John 13:1-15, 17 (NIV)
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the 
devil had already prompted Judas, the son 
of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus 
knew that the Father had put all things 
under his power, and that he had come 
from God and was returning to God; 



John 13:1-15, 17 (NIV)
4 so he got up from the meal, took off his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
around his waist. 5 After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel 
that was wrapped around him. 



John 13:1-15, 17 (NIV)
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what 
I am doing, but later you will understand.”



John 13:1-15, 17 (NIV)
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” 
Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but 
my hands and my head as well!” 



John 13:1-15, 17 (NIV)
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a 
bath need only to wash their feet; their 
whole body is clean. And you are clean, 
though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew 
who was going to betray him, and that was 
why he said not every one was clean.



John 13:1-15, 17 (NIV)
12 When he had finished washing their feet, 
he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. “Do you understand what I have 
done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call 
me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for 
that is what I am.



John 13:1-15, 17 (NIV)
14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example 
that you should do as I have done for you. 17 

Now that you know these things, you will 
be blessed if you do them.



Leadership is for all of us.



What should true leadership
look like for us?



TRUE LEADERSHIP

SERVES HUMBLY



John 13:4-5 (NIV)
4 so he got up from the meal, took off his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
around his waist. 5 After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel 
that was wrapped around him. 





Luke 22:24 (NLT)
24 Then they began to argue among 
themselves about who would be the 
greatest among them.



John 13:6-8 (NIV)
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what 
I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no part with me.”



John 13:12-14 (NIV)
12 …“Do you understand what I have done 
for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that 
is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
should wash one another’s feet. 



Humility is not thinking less of yourself, 
but thinking of yourself less.



True greatness and leadership
are found not in being served,

but in serving others.



If we cannot serve humbly,
we are not ready to lead well.



What should true leadership
look like for us?



TRUE LEADERSHIP

SERVES HUMBLY



TRUE LEADERSHIP

LOVES SACRIFICIALLY



John 13:1 (NIV)
1 It was just before the Passover Festival. 
Jesus knew that the hour had come for him 
to leave this world and go to the Father. 
Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 



“He loved them to the end” means 
fully, completely, all the way through.



The true demonstration of
sacrificial love is when it involves 

loving people who don’t deserve it.





He said, “I wouldn’t do that
for a million dollars.”



He said, “I wouldn’t do that
for a million dollars.”

Mother Teresa reportedly replied, 
“Neither would I. I do it for Christ.”



Not all of us can do great things. But we 
can do small things with great love.

MOTHER TERESA



Love is not just a feeling.
Love is a choice.



I have found the paradox,
that if you love until it hurts, there can

be no more hurt; only more love.

MOTHER TERESA



What should true leadership
look like for us?



TRUE LEADERSHIP

SERVES HUMBLY



TRUE LEADERSHIP

LOVES SACRIFICIALLY



TRUE LEADERSHIP

LEADS BY EXAMPLE



John 13:15 (NIV)
15 I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you.



Leading by example isn’t about
putting on a show or being hypocritical.

It is about a deep conviction that
is seen in the way we live.



Your example is not the main thing
in influencing others; it is the only thing.

ALBERT SCHWEITZER



John 13:17 (NIV)
17 Now that you know these things, you will 
be blessed if you do them.



1 Timothy 4:12 (NLT)
12 Don’t let anyone think less of you because 
you are young. Be an example to all 
believers in what you say, in the way you 
live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.



If someone followed your
example, would they become closer

to Jesus or further away?



What should true leadership look like for us?



What should true leadership look like for us?

TRUE LEADERSHIP:



What should true leadership look like for us?

TRUE LEADERSHIP:

SERVES HUMBLY



What should true leadership look like for us?

TRUE LEADERSHIP:

LOVES SACRIFICIALLY
SERVES HUMBLY



What should true leadership look like for us?

TRUE LEADERSHIP:

LOVES SACRIFICIALLY
LEADS BY EXAMPLE

SERVES HUMBLY









John 13:8 (NIV)
8 …Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no part with me.”



Jesus was using feet-washing
as a representation of what He is

about to accomplish through
His death on the cross.



Romans 5:8 (NLT)
8 But God showed his great love for us by 
sending Christ to die for us while we were 
still sinners.



1 John 4:19 (NIV)
19 We love because he first loved us.




